
David W. Hughes 
133 Birch Road. 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

March 14, 2007 

Thank you for submitting your report of a Gyrfalcon at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, Berks 
County PA on December 13, 2003 

After two long rounds of voting, the record was voted upon (5/2) as a Class IV-A: a 
record for which there is a majority of evidence in support of the observers identification; 
the record is probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

Some of the dissenting voters comments included mention of the following: 

References to size "larger than a Goshawk or Red-tailed Hawk" would be difficult to note 
with no other birds seen during the observation. 

References to a darker wider sub terminal band and well defined dark trailing edge to the 
wings above and below could not be confirmed in references. 

Members of the committee acknowledged the superb artistic drawings, but had some 
reservations of the fine details that appeared in them. Concerns were raised over when 
they were drawn and if they were made from field sketches. 

Thank you for taking the time to submit this report. 

Sincerely, 

tr~L-
J. Eric Witmer 
Chairman: Pennsylvania Ornithological Committee 

Record# 200-01-2003 



PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
nickpul@bellatlantic.net 

SPECIES (common and scientific name) Gt'( K FA\.1J:J"' (go,, Y"nOlt.~v 
Subspecies (if known) ___ "->__,___,0,._N---"e _________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS j_ SEX(ES) \J N 1£.N O\A> tJ 
AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
those terms; state of molt if applicable): A.O\J \..\ - e\...umA (;a E:. w._s G:tR,A'{ 

DATE OF OBSERVATION I Z- J,3- 0'3 

LOCATION (city, borough, township) \(,,~'Mfi'0"1 7 A. \ °I c51.-cr 

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) \-l Aw 'b, M1"N . S ANC.'f'U Af..'[. 

OBSERVER REPORTING: 
Name :3)A'i ,:o ~ u UG:a, He~ 
Address 13"$ e, 1 ~ a.o . 
City 0'2.w\C,:, ~U, 
e-mail (optional) _______ _ 

State~ ZIP \'l'lla~ 
phone (optional) S":70- 3 6 - oG\ lo I 

OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): 
b\otJE 

HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details) 8,oc.'¥,.'-l Ql[tC{u;)fi?11Jl;;I. ON 
y-no\J-..lt" J\ ,1'\ -:S:of L N o<ffi \.-QQ'L.Q vI) 
DISTANCE TO BIRD ~O ?\. __,::;;._ _ __,__,__ _______________ _ 
VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position pf sun relative to you) \ocf/o C..LOVl) (.ovdt.. 1 C.0\..V \ 
5a..>c.ITT w ,1-lp C .iN~) A1!'\~<.MOON b' ea~, wAs $'''"' l...L c.aooo . 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; ·11:zz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions: colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 

~'"--':;:~,-=.~~:::;;;;;":i;;;=-====-__,=a_-=::~~~.L=.~:"--'-~~::=,-;_.__.x.:..=-:::-77~~:==:i-_,_~~~"""'-=vu... 

~ ~\~,:~Y.'4~ M~=-;~, ~:,_~tJt =~ w: !~~~. ~t:l~,~~ ~½s<aeA'I 
6~"2 W'-S P. C..\~b"~ ,n~ "t"\f 0¥ -rl\i;:Tlt\1... W1'S, --PYU... wHiTe- 1 N4f Vetl.y 

e,a.,C."l · 

(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



. , 

BEHAVIOR (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing) <.,. "('2,.y"'u.,o "'1 WA~ C..\ «..<..\..\W" 
y q«. l'\~O \J"'\' '3 V"'' N ~ 8 , ~ "-CM c., CU-.e w1'~ '.:> \.,.0\,,.) A ..i o 9 o waj,.\J\,.. , j)\-e; ena..o "'-IM 
.,,,.11-L.,~ A<Z.o\llilt>:, ,~~"'"" $:fAil.~e'O::ro G.\..,i)i:;:1:0"'\~E' t-.\1>:a;:tfi :n12e: op L.oo~ 
(i "\01::>'t-::S:wo '<'.~:::l Qo~~\)'- o AL 1 ,,r,, \..\Y.,E Cz~~-5, o~ ".I"€: I..J ,,._,6t~ lN:I'-"O 
Vt\,,.~~ ,".S, , .• Jt ... ~ G.:to~. P,.U...'"'\"''S''A~fi~ '2,~\..0~ e:'«i: ~v~. ' 

j 

VOCALIZATIONS 
....imJ-e. 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph__ Vid ding__ Audio recording__ Drawing _}L 
Photographer/recorde illustrator: D 

Name ---- ~ •IID 
Address I '33 i31i2.~ '2.0-
City o«.v1 ' GtS ~~ '!¼t. 

w ~J:le.S 
State ZIP , :::z ':\ Co l 

e-mail (optional) ________ phone (optional) -:S70-,0S"-09c,,1 
Please Include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report. and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, please include it 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition __ ,J-"-'-_,~:.._:_ ________________________ _ 
If collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known _____________ _ 

SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES (how you eliminated o tJ 01 ~ I fJf: "i;Eil 
£c..A\l~E NO'\ OIJ"'\,"f~~ \'NIIO'W 

\...QNGil ANQ (auL.\- \-\~E' ON 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES 
Sfh-J A yAR.I(. ~.P'H 4l)'~1'il'\..C..O"N kt' !>&uar:tN~ N.S" • • ..., \~f"L (-o"l., (.g\o-ltl.C,. Al.So 
sei.i -rl-\E: 6"'lfl.C:'-'-o!':!'2 ,,-,i L:t-lil:f u.1;,~ uv..ryv ,,.. "'\k't.: eo1s. 

\..V.-W...t'\Li! 

n~~~~~!-!imr~k-:!-,~~~~---=~=:......:..;;u.,c.._a..;::::i...J,,.ll;;:.L.J==-=+-.....:.;:=...;:.L..::=-=--:.;;:..:..:~~,,..~&. (l.J 
~o a.. "fl,$,. 
REFERENCES CONSULTED: 

During observation _Nur.;;:l>..:.N.=,,Ci"-----,,--=-=-----:=--:--:---::-:-c:-:--,:::a--r-:.= 
After observation tJOIJ~ \ CoN~"'-1"~ w 1'T\-\ \--AV1l.l(i Gro00~1l-H 

DATEOFTHISREPORT: ~',.,:'A~./ , 
SIGNATUREOFOBSERVER ~ .-v~Z > 



RARE SPECIES REPORT 

SPECIES: Gr 't~"f=A \-C..O ,.J c.~~ "f'Y\C)°iZ P1-1") , NUMBER SEEN: .1 
SIGHTING DATE: 12.- 1'5- o3 SIGHTING TIME: Ho IS Hi..$. 

LOCATION: COUNTY & STATE- Oc=IZ.Jc:S - -PeNNA-
.. \,,!AW~ Y\'\j"(. DISTANCE & DIRECTION FORM NEAREST TOWN-

~ W'\i.- we~ or-- H i'tM(1.:,\J¼ ?A, ,· 

5 At../ t:ruf\~.:y \ 

DIRECTIONS. IF APPLICABLE-
'Z. W\\~ Of"r ~,.~9~ 

HABITAT: ~OC..k.'{ ov"\ c../l,.IJ t'.-71"-4 orJ mo\l Ni A1.J "To 1' ( t./Vcz:tr.\ ~o~o"') 

SIGHTING LIGHTING- C,.\...01,HJ'{ ~ '(..'( 1 4S"'i n . .1.. A G:IOQ\') \...l~\.l"'\ ~~ 1111<\€ OY- ),... 
CONDITIONS: DISTANCE- e,..oo ~ • 
Cl~«..Nao"'-1 EQUIPMENT USED-8,.,,c 4Z. SW~ct.o'IS'W.1 e,,.,.o, ,S WAw.0'1~¥..1 'S(..cPe "2.0')Cl ~ 
t,\ .. cN'\l~O 'I€:~ 

LENGTH OF SIGHTING- 3 - ~ Y""\1 N\11' e'":> 

DESCRIPTION: VOICE- --.> O'T Me:~c.O 
SIZE- t?,,1rr~ ciJL TM AN A ~ e o--r ~ "- ....... ~~""- A..,t~ A GioS.-. "wt<... 
PLU~AGE- l:t'2.A"'i t.0"'\!°'4.\W'1 ~o0/o OF"\~~ ,.,,~) 1 so~ wl-H\ ~ 
ON \~"c ~")"'{ ~1,..X., WHJ~ "t",~ P.)0O'f \,,\~,) ':,Qc{\g. ~~~P61' 

~ J~~~~~~ f~uf"';ti.,oo~ A'\ 0cf\'1'Q't'I'\ Ml.~A. ~~ewa ~e1" I ~ 
ANATOMY (BILL L NG R, LEG COLOR, ETC.)- 'fel) 
~-c.1?1" w ~ """~~w, \,JlN'1~ \..O"N4\ ,....,o vo1

N ·..xrr ir,.~V• 
~0\:7'-l w ... ~ ~-u~o ~"~":1 t,.,0'0)f.HJII{) e'lt! """'"" Of'L? & ""'\. '-•"' b\ ~1'W o'f"£ tt,-cz.l>~- ~ .... At-.l --rwo O 1Nt::l't~\)\.. w1NG, 
BEHAVIOR· e..,Q.c.\..,w'-' 'T :, T"'lMUTL::: , ,~ o,; 
OTHER FEA TUR_ES- ,7 iTlfO AN I.) Q.(l..Oi\-0 AS 1'1' c)rM~ I N°f') '(, 
\IJ\~7 "'-I~'<- \.J)t,I~ O\N _ _ 
-eo-ov ~As ~Q.o1'TJ ,~~a,Q.,a,..'-,lL-e, \f\\1..- ""~ \-ON6' . 

FAMILIARITY WITH THIS ANO SIMILAR SPECIES· I.J ATC..l-l A. ~~'-C,o.J l~'-lC. -oC.P'N") Ai 
D~\(:\"t',9'E N,i'' ~'°''Ji..411" ~•t ~ ~O'CL l.o '"~·' ~--w ""'-e C::Mgr~\..C..ON-; A"l 
~ U'~'t~ C 0\1 t1'\"-f \ t,,l ,~e 5 . 
""'ci.~t..~\?\-' ?"-l..c~~1"'~ ANO C".::Jc:>s~1..~1C.c-, Kt'" µ~t,1\(.VC\1.J. rt\'l. ~ 5"'"'f es. 
COMPARISON TO .§IMILAR SPBCI~~~~~ Ne$\ ~ ., ~C:12.)~ ~tf,AVS~ ,1-\-e 'Y"\~ACM"'i 
\,.JA~ ~cr"t o\l"\~ ,AMO\~ 0'1'< wAC, ,oo ti,'\~ "-l \N-~ -wOUG , ~ ~~Af.,. _ 
-. .. ,~ ~,A.O ~"~ ~" cJ~HM,•~~~,....,se-n,z!''w,,.,£,~ '-IJ~ J.-l.1"''1 ~ .. o icuJl'el?, 1«\, .... 
W~~ \-0-..& C,1\i!'fL 1 ~o~ W"'!, ~12.o-,.Q IL4Al'I\) )-\e'AV'l c?ft. \...Ql)lLl~t} .7,c£ C:'"'tt: WAS 1)j\f.l(I l'ld"i' ~ 

HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? NO 

HAS ANY ADDITIONAL OBSERVER(S) FILLED OUT A RARE SPECIES REPORT? IF SO, WHO? 

NO 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:,~~ G:,.~~?~ \.LA~ Wi\,; ~I! tO \.-~~tl'V\.,. l\&OvT 
"'t.c0°?1- ei:io<>v \..o~~ ~4:> f" uec..\..'4!JJ>1"t-P.-N Ca\.-•~t:> ~cu:,\J,.,,'9 ~ot...~ ~,",e o~ 
\...OQ~a~ P,€\..Qw ~'4"< \...'4'-/'e\,.. :TUS'\ l4£.-C--.;'\ I , ·t"""°'4 c.+\~ 

Cl :tu..".,.-rQ.Pl'hOt4 i)o-C\':. ~!1!.'l~~ 
SIGHTING & REPORT BY: UAVlO w '~\Jb\.l~S " 

ADDRESS: J.33 &, Q.t..\-\ R-v. PHONE NO.: (!:'/Q '385 - O', lo 1 

o-z-i.,;i,~C...S,.1'1.£., .. ~-v~ \'l~'ii 1 
\ . 

SIGNATURE: 
.( J 'PoJ-1'~ DATE: J2,-t{g--03 -

II -
designed by Kerry A. Grim 
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Record No: 200-01-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round 3;:wf,-o 1-J e 

Species: Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 December 2003 to 13 December 2003 
Location: HA WK MT. SANCTUARY 
County : BERKS 
Observer(s): David Hughes 

Date of Submission: 2004 
Submitted by: David Hughes 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class ill Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut X 
D. tteattleffl&~ )<. 

P. Guris .x 
J. Stanlev x' 

' 
E. Witmer >< 
R. Leberman ;( 

M. Sharp X 
TOTALS 

5' 2-
DECISION 

Comments: 5/2.. 60 7'l> ""'b /{,uµ-!) 

___, 
/ A/ 

Signature (Secretary) ~~$~✓- Date: 
t,(,;.,..f/(}1.. 

~✓ ~ 



Record No: 200-01-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round Two 

Species: Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 December 2003 to 13 December 2003 
Location: HA WK MT. SANCTUARY 
County : BERKS 
Observer(s): David Hughes 

Date of Submission: 2004 
Submitted by: David Hughes 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class ID Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut X 
A. Guarente X 

~ 

T. Johnson x' 

J. Stanlev >( 

E. Witmer >( 
J. Heller k 
G. Malosh J( 
TOTALS '2... < 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

5 { l. 

- ,, 
Signature (Secre ~/4~ Date: r/ 2.ci/01 , ..... 




